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Synopsis

Cobblestone streets leading to perfectly preserved historic homes. Intricate wrought-iron gates
opening to lush, fragrant gardens. A skyline of steeples and a river harbor bustling with schooners
and sailboats. Charleston is one of America’s most charming cities. In vibrant watercolors and
detailed sketches, artist Diana Gessler captures the beauty and riches that make Charleston so
unique: White Point Gardens, the Spoleto Festival, Rainbow Row, Waterfront Park, Fort Moultrie,
the beaches of Sullivan’s Island, sumptuous Lowcountry cuisine, and handmade sweetgrass
baskets. Full of fascinating details--on everything from the art of early entertaining, the city’s inspired
architectural and garden designs, and George Washington’s Southern tour to famous
Charlestonians and the flags of Sumter--Very Charleston celebrates the city, the Lowcountry, the
people, and our history. Hand-lettered and full color throughout, Very Charleston includes maps, an
index, and a handy appendix of sites. With her cheerful illustrations and love for discovering
little-known facts, Diana Gessler has created both an entertaining guide and an irresistible keepsake

for visitors and Charlestonians alike.
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Customer Reviews

"A charmingly illustrated photo album of sorts ... a highly personal catalog of sights and sounds and
emotions."Cobblestone streets leading to perfectly preserved historic homes. Intricate wrought-iron
gates opening to lush, fragrant gardens. A skyline of steeples and a river harbor bustling with
schooners and sailboats. Charleston is one of America’s most charming cities. In vibrant

watercolors and detailed sketches, artist Diana Gessler captures the beauty and riches that make



Charleston so unique: White Point Gardens, the Spoleto Festival, Rainbow Row, Waterfront Park,
Fort Moultrie, the beaches of Sullivan’s Island, sumptuous Lowcountry cuisine, and handmade
sweetgrass baskets. Full of fascinating details--on everything from the art of early entertaining, the
city’s inspired architectural and garden designs, and George Washington’s Southern tour to famous
Charlestonians and the flags of Sumter-- Very Charleston celebrates the city, the Lowcountry, the
people, and our history. Hand-lettered and full color throughout, Very Charleston includes maps, an
index, and a handy appendix of sites. With her cheerful illustrations and love for discovering
little-known facts, Diana Gessler has created both an entertaining guide and an irresistible keepsake

for visitors and Charlestonians alike.

Diana Hollingsworth Gessler is the author and illustrator of Very New Orleans, Very Charleston, and
Very California. Her watercolors and oil paintings are represented by Shaw Gallery in Naples and
Bonita Springs, Florida. She and her husband live in Melbourne, Florida, when theyA¢é -4, ¢re not

traveling.

We thought it was going to be a helpful travel book. It is not. It has loads of cartoon drawings with
some interesting historical "tidbits" - some of which were inaccurate (as we learned when we visited
various places) which added to the disappointment with this book. Cute book, but definitely not a

travel resource. Very happy with seller, however. This rating, in no way, reflects on the seller!

| bought this book a a gift for my parents after they treated my husband and | to a trip to Charleston.
The book is charming, beautifully illustrated and packed with information! It is a chunky smaller book
so it sits on an end table nicely and is inviting for anyone who picks it up. My Dad likes it because it
is a book one can pick up and read things in no particular order, just a tidbit here or a short story

there. Filled with recipes of great low country food as well.

Lovely entertaining book!

Interesting guidebook for Charleston. Well illustrated with watercolor drawings. Book was just like

new and arrived promptly

gift



| took a trip to Charleston. | read this before | went to help me become acquainted with the lay out of
the city and the history. | took it with me to better get an idea of what | read and remind me of things
| needed to check out. After returning home | can look at the book and it can remind me of the

interesting places | visited.

| love this book. It includes African American historical and cultural facts which many other books of
this kind does not. And the best part, on page 43, my 4th great grandfather Noisette, is featured.

Thank you Dianal

| stumbled upon this book after visiting Charleston. | fell in love with the city, as many do, and
wanted to revisit the charm of the city combined with the nostalgia of a magical vacation. This book
does the job. The watercolors are lovely and the text is informative.
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